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his 10,000 French in Alexandria, and then proceeded along
the Rosetta Branch with their allies the Turks southwards to
Cairo. There the French preferred to come to terms with the
English.

Menou soon followed suit in September 1801, and the
French agreed to leave the country with their arms, materials,
and results of their researches.

It was during this expedition that the famous Rosetta Stone,
discovered a year earlier near Rosetta by a French officer called
Bouchard, fell into the hands of the English, who carried it
with them to the British Museum. There it lay meaningless
with its three inscriptions in hieroglyphic, Demotic and Greek
until in 1822 Champollion, also a French archaeologist, suc-
ceeded in deciphering its meaning and thus gave birth to the
modern study of Egyptology.

*It was the pride of the French that, although they failed in
Egypt from a military point of view, they actually succeeded
in discovering modern Egypt politically, socially and
culturally.

TKough driven away from Egypt the French never forgot
their early connection with the country and Egypt on her side
did not forget the French. But England was ever watchful. For
the time she made close friends with Egypt's ruler, the Grand
Turk, whose morale and general state of health had so deterio-
rated that he earned for himself the appropriate nickname of
the Sick Man of Europe. In this way England was able to.keep
watch over Egypt. Not only did she act as police constable on
the routes that led to Egypt, but she also held the keys to
Egypt, and Egypt gradually found herself somehow attached to
England.